VIII

WHAT IS HAPPINESS ?

I. Definitions of happiness abound. They are
not only numerous, they are especially contradict-
ory. There is the special happiness of the scorners
of life; there is another for those by whom life is
exalted. A philosopher's mode of life produces
in his consciousness the desire for a wise happiness;
a dissipated life arouses the aspiration for a happi-
ness base in its essence.

But what is true happiness? We feel it suffi-
ciently when we see happy people. Yet we are
much perplexed when the attempt is made to
define their happiness. We all find ourselves
somewhat in the position of Saint Augustine.
"If you should ask me," he says, " what Time is, I
should not know how to tell you. But I know
perfectly so long as I am not asked."

We may try, however, to derive from the dif-
ferent causes of happiness the conditions which

create it and make it endure.    Let us note, chiefly,
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